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CTIS NEWSLETTER

Message from our Rector

Registration for the first semester of 2016 is now open for those who are
contemplating to study at CTIS. 2016 will usher in a very special year for
CTIS because it will oversee the academic formation of our future priests as
well as to form the laity in Catholic theology. This means the laity will study
side by side with our seminarians in the same classroom. The Archbishop
has decided on this strategic shift after considerable discernment and
discussion, and this decision has been taken in the interest of the long-term
needs of the Archdiocese.

Fr. James Yeo

Very often, people are either intimidated by the idea of studying theology or they simply think that it is
unnecessary. Catholics need a new mind-set to overcome these fears and lethargies. Growing in the faith is
not reserved for just a selected few. Every Catholic has the responsibility to grow in his or her own faith.
This requires commitment. Theology is merely a tool to go about understanding one’s faith better.

Theology is simply the understanding of our faith. St Anselm explained it as fides «0016 will usher in
quaerens intellectum translated as faith seeking understanding. In this sense, no 4 very special year
Catholic should spare any effort to grow in their faith. At CTIS, the presentation of  for CTIS because
the tenets of the Catholic faith is done systematically. It is no longer just a session it will oversee the
here or a talk there. It is the attempt to grasp the whole of Catholic Faith in a more academic
systematic manner. Therefore, the need for proper academic discipline like a  formation of our
comprehensive curriculum, serious lessons, assignments, assessment and so on. This  future priests as

academic dimension is to provide the incentive for a more serious study of the faith. ~ well as to form the
laity in Catholic

In Singapore, we are all caught up with the buzz on productivity, employment, job theology.”

opportunities and career advancement. Looking from this lens, some have asked

what they can do after having graduated from CTIS with a Certificate or even a Diploma in Theology. Most
probably it will not assist you in your secular career. It may come in useful though, if one day you decide
that you want to work full-time for the Church, not just here in Singapore but in other parts of the world.
But putting all these monetary and career considerations aside, studying theology will empower you to
serve God and the Church in a more effective way. You will be able to explain your faith better to friends,
colleagues, relatives and so on, especially when they are non-Catholics. It will empower you to be better
Catechists, RCIA sponsors or even parents when you have to explain the faith to your own children. But
most of all, | think the greatest satisfaction is the capacity to understand your own faith better and to be
able to find the answers to those questions that you have searched for concerning your own faith. Isn’t all
these enough motivation for you to sign up for the next semester to study at CTIS?

Fr James Yeo
CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF SINGAPORE PG. 1
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A Theology of the Body
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In & around CTIS - recent news

CTIS’s first Fundraising Carnival held at St Anne’s Church on Saturday 31 October 2015 was well-
attended as it was a blessed, sunny day with moderate PSI level. The carnival featured many games and
attractions like Bouncy Castles, Zorb Pool, Sports Challenge, Bungee Basketball, Pitch-n-Pop, Balloon
Twisters, etc. Hot favourites were candy floss, popcorn, kacang puteh and specialty chocolates from The
Cocoa Trees, clothes and accessories. Overall best-sellers were the snacks and food items from Grandma’s
Kitchen, many of which were cooked or donated by well-wishers. As shown by the photos below, many
students and adults, parishioners and their families had an enjoyable day filled with fun and laughter.
More photos can be viewed from the Photo Gallery on our CTIS website www.ctis.sg

CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF SINGAPORE PG. 3
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CTIS Student Body
Facts and Figures

Students & Graduates by Parish

Current Graduates
Dist Church Students
(see note 1) (see note 2)
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd (1832) 0 0
St Joseph’s Church (Victoria) (1851) 1 0
Church of Sts Peter & Paul 6 0
C |church of Our Lady of Lourdes 1 0
.:. Church of the Sacred Heart 2 5
Yy |Church of St Teresa 5 1
Ch of St Alphonsus (Novena Church) 0 0
Church of St Bernadette 1 1
Church of St Michael 2 4
Church of the Holy Family 16 2
E Church of Our Lady Queen of Peace 8 1
A |Ch of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 7 3
S |Church of St Stephen 3 2
T Church of the Holy Trinity 7 5
Church of the Divine Mercy 4 1
Church of St Ignatius 11 2
W |Blessed Sacrament Church 9 1
g Church of St Mary of the Angels 16 2
T |Church of St Francis of Assisi 1 1
Church of the Holy Cross 13 2
Church of St Joseph (Bukit Timah) 8 1
N |Church of St Anthony 2
o Church of Our Lady Star of the Sea 1
$ Church of the Holy Spirit 19 0
H |Church of the Risen Christ 7 1
Church of Christ the King 13 1
Church of the Nativity of the BVM 8 5
S |ch of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 6 0
E Church of St Francis Xavier 9 0
G |StAnne’s Church 14 1
Church of St Vincent De Paul 7 2

Note 1: Current students include diploma and audit students

Note 2: Excludes graduates re-enrolled for diploma & audit students
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Centre for the Theological Study of
Faith & Culture (CTSFC)

CTSFC is established under the auspices of
the Catholic Institute of Singapore with the
same address as CTIS and approved by the
Titular Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Singapore Msgr William Goh. The Director of
CTSFC is the Rector of CTIS, Fr James Yeo.

CTSFC aims to further CTIS’ educational
objectives by undertaking scholarly study and
research in specific areas of Catholic
theology (which have been endorsed by the
Board of Management of CTIS) in conformity
with official teachings of the Catholic Church
and the Magisterium in the context of the faith
and culture of the Church in Singapore.

From time to time at the discretion of the
Director, CTSFC shall publish theological
papers or other theological documents or
undertake projects with a theological
dimension. Under the direction and
supervision of the Director, the Centre shall
nominate members to assist with the
publication of these theological papers,
documents or assist in these projects.

“Like” us on

[i facebook.

facebook.com/ctissingapore

=4

An official Facebook Page was recently
launched to publicise CTIS courses using
social media.

The URL is www.facebook.com/ctissingapore

Click the above link to visit our Facebook
Page. If you are a existing Facebook user,
kindly ‘Like’ our Page. Also invite your friends
on Facebook to ‘Like’ our Page.

“Creator of all things, true source of light and wisdom, origin of all being, graciously let a ray of
your light penetrate the darkness of my understanding. Take from me the double darkness in
which I have been born, an obscurity of sin and ignorance. Give me a keen understanding, a
retentive memory, and the ability to grasp things correctly and fundamentally. Grant me the
talent of being exact in my explanations and the ability to express myself with thoroughness and
charm. Point out the beginning, direct the progress, and help in the completion.”

— St Thomas Aquinas
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